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W88-0100.  Ridder, Herman J. (1925-2002).  
 Papers, 1956-1992.  15.50 linear ft.  PARTIALLY RESTRICTED 
 
Abstract 
  
 Hope College class of 1949; minister of the RCA; president of 
Western Theological Seminary, 1963-1971.  Papers and correspondence; 
materials relating to the Program Design Committee for uniting the 
curricula of Western Seminary and the New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary; financial reports of the seminaries, 1968; minutes of the 
Executive Committee, 1963-1966; master’s thesis at Chicago Theological 
Seminary, 1967.  Correspondence and memoranda regarding faculty activities and searches.  
Correspondents include Richard Rhem, Robin Mattison and Marvin Hoff.  Also, tapes containing 
a series of sermons for NBC in 1976. 
 
Accession No:  W88-0100 
Provenance:  Herman J. Ridder 
Donor:   Herman J. Ridder 
Photographs:  2 images (Box 5) 
Processed by:  Carolyn Nienhuis, April 1999 
 
Biography 
 
 Herman J. Ridder was born in 1925 in Lansing, Illinois.  He graduated from Hope 
College in 1949 and Western Theological Seminary in 1952; received the Master of Theology 
degree from Chicago Theological Seminary and Doctor of Divinity degree by Hope and Central 
Colleges.  He pastored Homewood Reformed Church, Illinois; First Reformed, Pella, Iowa; 
Central Reformed, Grand Rapids, Michigan; Crystal Cathedral, Garden Grove, California.  
Served the RCA as Minister of Evangelism and president of Western Theological Seminary, as 
well as on several committees. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Herman J. Ridder papers, 1956-1992, cover several years of his service to the 
Reformed Church in America.  Correspondence is arranged alphabetically by last name of 
correspondent.  Some papers are arranged in series, i.e., committee information under RCA, 
General Synod; Western Theological Seminary; a set of tapes containing a series of sermons 
done on NBC in 1976.   
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
 Aberdeen Reformed Church, Consistory Conference, June 14-15, 1968 
 Ad Hoc Committee on Annville, Correspondence, 1972-1973, n.d. 
 Ad Hoc Committee on Services, Structure and Funding 
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  Agendas, Minutes, Reports, 1990-1992 
  Background Data, January 1988-October 1990 (scattered) 
  Correspondence, April-December 1991, n.d.  
  Correspondence and Policy, Church Herald, 1990 
  Interviews, 1990 
  Reports, 1987-1990 
  Reports, 1991 
 Adolescent Church, The; an Evaluation of the Madison Conference, by John W. Tien,    
1963 (Doctor of Ministry, WTS) 
 American Association of Theological Schools 
  Commission on Accrediting, Correspondence and Minutes, 1971-1976 
  Constitution, Revisions, 1964 
  Correspondence, 1961-1967 
  Faculty Fellowships, 1960-1962 
  Highlights, November 1966-February 1967, n.d. 
  Monthly Staff Reports 
   June 1959-June 1961 
    September 1961-December 1963  
   January 1964-June 1966    
  Publications, 1956-1963 
  Report on Visitation of Western Reformed Seminary, by John Godsey and J.  
    Stanley Glen, October 23-26, 1961 
 A Historical Sketch of the First Reformed Church, Schenectady, 1976 
 Art of Living, Radio Series (NBC) 
  April-June 1976 
  June-September 1977 
 Association of Theological Schools 
  ATS Visitation Team, 1976 
  D. Min. Task Force, 1975-1976 
 The Banner   
  Vol.100, No.29, July 16, 1965    
  Vol.100, No.30, July 23, 1965 
  Vol.103, No.7, February, 1968 
  Vol.106, No.51, December 31, 1971 
 Bethesda Hospital 
  Consultant Report, n.d. 
  Correspondence, 1984-1986 (scattered) 
  Minutes, 1984-1985 
  Seventy-Fifth Year Report, 1985 
Between Myth and Hard Data: a Denomination Struggles with Identity, by Donald A.    
Luidens, October 1989 
 Biographical Data, n.d. 
 Board of Theological Education 
  Ad Hoc Committee on Structure, 1989-1990, n.d. 
  Coordinating Committee, 1992-1993 
  Meeting, January 23-25, 1968 
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Box 2 
 
 Board of Theological Education (cont.) 
  Records, 1985-1992 
  Report of Committee to Explore Relations with Princeton Theological    
    Seminary, January 23, 1968, October 22, 1968 
  Restructuring Committee  
   By-laws, Constitution, Memos, 1991-1992 
   Correspondence, August 9, 1983-April 29, 1986 
   Grants, Lilly Endowment, 1992 
   Seminar, Association of Governing Boards, October 30, 1992 
 Boards for RCA Theological Seminaries, Executive Committee; Hiram Street     
   Property, 1970-1971 
 CRC-RCA Joint Committee, 1973-1977 
 California Speaking Engagement, Correspondence, 1964-1965 
 Calvin Seminary Retreat, September 7-8, 1972 
 Celebration of Heritage (Polish Heritage Society and Dutch Immigrant Society);  
Correspondence, Minutes, Reports, Program, related publications, 1975-1976 
 Central College Presidency, 1968-1969 
 Central Reformed Church  
  Bulletins, 1973-1975 (3 bound volumes) 
  Directories, 1973, 1975, 1976 
 Christian Association for Psychological Studies (CAPS) 
  Correspondence, Program and “Leadership in the Church,” an address by H. J.  
   Ridder, 1972-1973   
  Proceedings, 1973 
 Christian Reformed Church-Reformed Church in America, Sub-Committee    
   Correspondence, Reports, 1973 
 “A Church can Grow with Growing,” by H. J. Ridder (Reprint from Theological      
Reflections, Spring, 1977, #5) 
Church Herald 
  April 3, 1974, May 3, 1974 (contain articles by H. J. Ridder) 
  Vol. XVIII, No. 14, April 7, 1961-Vol. XXXVI, No. 25, December 14, 1979 
      (scattered) 
 Church in Mission Conference, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, 1965 
 Church Membership, by H. J. Ridder, 1976 
 Colonial Origins Project, 1963 
 Committee to Study the Nature and Functions of the Offices and Ministries, 1959-1960  
 Concordia Seminary in Exile, Self Study, Volume 1 and 2, December 1975 (2 folders) 
 Conferences 
  Conference for Pastors in Church Growth Opportunities; Synods of Michigan  
    and Mid-America, July 6-9, 1987 
  Maui Conference, February 1986, Correspondence 
  Super Church Conference, June 2-5, 1986; June 1-4, 1987 
  Teaching Churches Forum, December 8-10, 1987 
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 Correspondence 
  A, 1963-1983 (scattered) 
 
Box 3 
 
 Correspondence (cont.) 
  B, 1963-1983 (3 folders) 
  C, 1963-1982 
  D, 1963-1983 (3 folders) 
  E, 1964-1982 
  F, 1963-1982 
  G, 1963-1983 
  H, 1963-1983 (3 folders) 
  I-J, 1963-1983 
  K, 1963-1983 
  L, 1963-1983 (2 folders) 
  M, 1963-1983 (2 folders) 
  N, 1963-1983 
  O, 1963-1983 
 
Box 4 
 
 Correspondence (cont.) 
  P, 1963-1983 
  Q-R, 1963-1981 
  S, 1963-1983 (2 folders) 
  U, 1965-1978; V, 1963-1966 
  V, 1967-1983 (2 folders) 
  W, 1963-1983 (3 folders) 
  X-Z, 1966-1982  
  No last name, n.d. (2 folders) 
  Personal, 1983-1988 
  Bishop Stephen C. Neill, 1969 
  Robert H. Schuller, 1982-1991 (scattered) 
D.C.E. Study Committee Meeting, December 17, 1969 
 Friends of Arvella, Financial Records, 1983-1988 (2 folders) 
 Genesis and Beyond  
  The Adolescent Church, August 4-8, 1992 
  The Small Church, August 13-20, 1980 
 Grand Rapids Area Center for Ecumenism (GRACE); Annual Reports, Minutes,      
Financial Reports, Bulletin for Pentecost Service with Sermon preached by H. J.   
 Ridder, 1973-1974 
 
Box 5 
 
 Hay Report, 1964-1968 
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 Hope College, Correspondence, 1983-1988 (scattered) 
 Inaugural Service for Marvin Hoff, October 22, 1985 
 Institute on Church Renewal and Growth, February 19-21, 1976 
 Leadership Network Summit Conference, March 11-14, 1987 (includes photograph of      
  attendees) 
 The Lordship of Christ over the Churches: a study of the World Council of churches,   
   by H. J. Ridder, 1969. 
“Membership in the Reformed Church,” by Herman J. Ridder, 1956, 1957 (second 
edition) 
 Ministers Retreat, Wisconsin, February 11-12, 1969 
 Minnesota Mission Conference, October 11-18, 1969, Correspondence  
 Miscellaneous 
 Miscellaneous Publications most contain an article by H. J. Ridder, 1962-1976, n.d. 
 Mission Festival and Consultation, 1971 
 Mission: Silicon Valley, with Evangelist Luis Palau, Spartan Stadium, June 19-26,   
   1988 
 Missionary Conference, Sheldon, Iowa, April 17-24, 1966 
 National Council of The Churches of Christ, General Assembly, December 3-7, 1972 
 National R.C.Y.F. Convention 
  Hope College, December 27-31, 1966 
  Urbana, December 27-31, 1968 
 New Brunswick Theological Seminary 
  Audit Report, 1970 
  Correspondence, 1984-1987 (scattered) 
  Faculty, Fries, Paul, 1969-1970 
  Financial Report, June 30, 1966-August 31, 1969 
  Trustee Work Book, October 1986 
 New Brunswick, Western Theological Seminaries 
  Committee on Constitution and By-Law, 1966, 1968, n.d. 
 President’s Report to the Board of Trustees, October 1969, May 1970 (2 folders) 
 Northwestern College 
  Baccalaureate Service, May 28, 1967.  (H. J. Ridder, speaker) 
Call to Commitment 
   National Leadership Committee 
    Correspondence, 1983-1987 
    Meeting, 1983 
  Call to Commitment II 
   National Leadership Committee, 1984 
Pastoral Theology 
  Course Outline, 1967 
  Resources, 1961-1965, n.d. (scattered) 
 Pella Classis Mission Conference, September 24-27, 1967 
 Photographs, 1970 (2 images) 
 Possibilities Consulting, Bethel Reformed Church-Bellflower Proposal, n.d., 1988 
 Presentations 
  Christian Education as Leadership Preparation, by H. J. Ridder, n.d. 
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  The Renewal of Everything, by H. J. Ridder, n.d. 
  We Care, How to start a “We Care” program, by H. J. Ridder, n.d. 
  A Proposal for Theological Education, a lecture given by H. J. Ridder, 
   April 20, 1967 
 RCA 
  RCA-CRC Conference, 1972-1973 
  Capital Funds Campaign, Minutes, Reports, July 1964-January 1966 
  Church merger, RCA and PCUS, 1968 
  Commission on Theological Seminary Relationships, Minutes, 1961 
  Committee to Study Sabbatical Leaves for Ministers and Ministerial Mobility,  
      Report, 1967 
  Coordinator of Synod, Robert Harrison, Correspondence, 1966-1969 
  General Program Council, Ad Hoc Committee on Michigan Center Facility, 1976 
  General Synod, Board of Theological Education 
   Agendas, 1967, 1969 
   Agendas, Minutes, Reports 
    September 1967-May, 1968 
    October 1968-May 1969 
    May 1969-January 1970 
    January 1970-May 1971 
 
Box 6 
 
 RCA (cont.) 
  General Synod (cont.) 
   Board of Theological Education (cont.) 
    Correspondence, July 1967-June 1971 
    New Denominational Structure, 1968 
   Board of Trustees, Finances, 1968-1969 
   Council for Pacific and Asian American Ministries, Pamphlet, 1965 
   Locations Committee, Report, 1973 
Meetings related to RCA Colleges, 1966-1971 
   Study Committee on New Structure for Program, Minutes, December 22,  
    1967 
  Particular Synod of Michigan 
   Expansion Committee, Student Interviews, 1966 
   Field Secretaries Report, 1968   
Permanent Committee of Theological Education 
   Agendas, Minutes, Reports, By-laws, 1966-1968 
   Correspondence, 1963-1968; Correspondence regarding Post Bachelor  
     of Divinity (M-Div), 1967-1968  
  Restructuring Denominational Services, 1967-1969 (2 folders) 
  Synod of the West, Correspondence, 1985-1987 
 Reformed Review, Winter 1970 (contains an article by H. J. Ridder) 
 Self Esteem, Correspondence and Articles, 1982-1986 (scattered) 
 Seminaries 
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  Program Design Committee, 1968-1970 (2 folders) 
  Resources and Correspondence, 1968 
  Resources for Theological Education, 1968 
  Summer Courses, 1961-1962 
  Unified Publications, 1968 
Seminary, the way it really is.  Seminars, January, 26-27, 1968; February 21-22, 1969 
 Sermon, “Inventing the Future,” by H. J. Ridder, July, 28, 1968 
 Sermons, 1974-1983 (scattered) (5 folders) 
 Speaking Engagement, Denver, Colorado, December 6-8, 1964 
 Student Christian Fellowship Retreat, Northwestern College, April 8-9, 1967 
 Task Force, Leadership Development 
  Genesis and Beyond I 
   Correspondence, 1977-1978 
   Minutes and Evaluations, 1978 
 
Box 7 
 
 Task Force, Leadership Development (cont.) 
  Genesis and Beyond II 
   Correspondence, 1978-1982 (2 folders) 
   Minutes and miscellaneous papers, 1979 
  Genesis and Beyond: The Adolescent Church 
   Correspondence, 1982 
 Task Force on Renewal and Evangelism, Correspondence, Minutes, LOGOS ‘81, 
  1974-1981 
 Task Force on the 350th Anniversary, April-November 1977 
 Teaching Church Forum, Drucker, December 8-10, 1987 
 Theological Education on West Coast 
  Correspondence, July 1983-November 1984 
Meeting Log, October 1983-August, 1984 
  A Model, 1983 
  Reports, 1983-1984 
 Theological Education Agency (TEA) 
  Advisory Committee, 1985-1986 
  Board of Trustees, 1984-1988 
  Certification Committee, 1985-1986 
  Implementation Committee, Meeting Log, 1984 
 Theological Seminaries 
  President’s Report to the Board of Trustees, October 1970-May 1971 
    (4 folders) 
 Thesis for Master’s Degree of Theology, by H. J. Ridder, 1967 
 Thomas F. Staley Foundation, Statement of Purpose and Correspondence, 1973 
 Triennial Report, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, 1969-1972 
 Trip with Robert H. Schuller; Seoul, Korea, 1984 
 West Sioux Classis Meeting, February 9-13, 1970   
 Western Christendom Travel Seminar, Papers, 1969-1975 
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 Western Theological Seminary 
  Administrative Committee, 1962 
  Admission Requests, Correspondence, 1970 
  Articles of Incorporation, n.d. 
  Audit Reports, 1963-1970 (2 folders) 
  Bible Lands Travel Seminar, 1968 
  Board of North American Missions, Spring Meeting, April 21-27, 1967 
  Board of Trustees 
   Agendas, Memos, 1992-1993, n.d. 
   Minutes, 1963, 1965, 1992 
  Budget 
   Correspondence and Memos, 1965-1968 
   Income and Expenses, 1963-1969 (2 folders) 
   Minutes and Reports, 1965-1968 
 
Box 8 
 
 Western Theological Seminary (cont.) 
  Campus Master Plan, 1990-1991 
  Caravan Training Program, Correspondence, 1962-1971 
  Centennial 
   Academic Events, Scholarship Application, 1964-1966  
   Celebration Dinner, 1966  
   Committee on Publications, 1963-1964 
   Committees, 1963-1966 
   Development, 1964-1966   
  Charitable Donation, 1992  
  Committee on Revision of the By-Laws, 1964-1967 (2 folders) 
Committee on Student Life, 1992 
  Conference at Parishfield, Brighton, MI, March 6-8, 1964 
  Consultation on Degree Nomenclature, 1965-1967 
  Correspondence 
   Marigold Lodge Property, 1969 
   Muilenberg, James 
   Piper, Otto A. 
   Takemori, Masaichi 
  Dean of Students, 1963-1967, n.d. 
  Dedication of the Michigan State Historical Marker, Program and      
   Correspondence, 1966  
  Development Committee Meeting, Agenda, October 26, 1965 
  Executive Committee  
   Correspondence, 1983-1993        
   Meetings, 1963-1967 (5 folders) 
   Meetings, 1986-1992 (2 folders) 
   Resumes, 1986 
  Faculty 
Herman J. Ridder 
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   Brownson, William C. 
   Eenigenburg, Elton M. 
   Hesselink, I. John 
   Kansfield, Norman 
   Nykamp, Robert A. 
   Oudersluys, Richard C. 
   Piet, John H. 
   Wilterdink, Garret A. 
  Faculty Evaluations, 1988-1991 
  Faculty Minutes, 1963-1971 (3 folders) 
 
Box 9 
 
 Western Theological Seminary (cont.) 
  Faculty Planning, 1960-1962 
  Faculty Retreats  
   Ann Arbor, 1966 
   Cran Hill, 1968, 1969 
  Faculty Search, 1963-1966 
  Fall Convocation Conference, 1961-1965 
  Fall Retreats, 1966-1977 
  Festival of Evangelism, 1969-1970, n.d. 
  Field Education, 1963-1967 
  Finances, 1991-1993 
  Financial Reports, August 1967-May 31, 1969 
  File Arts Festival, April 16-20, 1968 
  Focal Points Conferences, 1967-1969 
Furnishings: Presidents Office, 1968-1969 
  General Synod, Correspondence, Minutes, Reports, 1964-1970 
  Indian American Conference, Correspondence, 1968 
  Institute for Advanced Studies Conferences, 1964, 1970 
  Instruction Committee, 1960-1966 
  Investment Committee, Minutes, Correspondence, 1959-1968 
  Level II: Bi-level Multisite Program of Theological Education, 1970-1971 
  Long Range Planning, 1961-1962 
  Management by Objectives Seminar, May 12-13, 1966 
  Midwest Fellowship of Professors of Missions Meeting, 1966 
  Miscellaneous 
  Mission Week, 1964-1968 
  New Brunswick-WTS Seminaries Faculty Convocation, 1968 
  New Wineskins, 1992 
  Orientation Seminar, 1964-1970 
  Overseas Students, Correspondence, 1963-1970 
  PAR (Pastoral Academic Renewal) Conference, 1970 
  Pastoral Counseling, Wm. L. Hiemstra, 1963-1965 
  Peter C. Cook Management Seminar, 1970, 1971 
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  Petition Regarding Communion, 1968 
  Pilot Project: Garden Grove Community Reformed Church Internships, 1971 
  President’s Conference on Human Behavior, 1968 
  The President Reports, 1968 
  President’s Report to the Board of Trustees, 1961-1967 (8 folders) 
  Professorial Certificate, 1964 
  Recruitment, Correspondence, 1963-1966 
  Reformed Church World Service Student Assistance, 1964-1967 
  Report of the President, 1968, 1969 
   
Box 10 
 
 Western Theological Seminary (cont.) 
  Salary Policies, 1961-1965 
  Schedule for Self-Study, 1992 
  Seminar at Institute for Advanced Pastoral Studies, Bloomfield Hills, 1967 
  Seminary in the Rockies, July 21-26, 1969 
  Speaking Engagement, Florida, 1964 
  Strategic Planning Materials, 1989-1991 
  Student Assistance  
   Correspondence, 1964-1966 
   Records, 1961-1966 
  Student Observation Program, 1964-1965 
  Supportive Committee, 1992 
  Task Force on Implementing Strategic Plan, February 1993 
  Televised Courses, 1968 
Video Tape Equipment Brochures and Correspondence, 1966-1969 
  WHTC Broadcasts, 1968 
  Year End Report, 1986-1987 
 Writings of H. J. Ridder, 1954-1974 
Tape Reels, Sermons 
The New Curriculum, October 9, 1969 (Reel No.1) 
  There Must Be an Easier Way, n.d. (Reel No.2) 
  Series: The Art of Living (NBC) 
   The God Who Hides Himself, April 4, 1976 (Reel No.3) 
   Spectacle or Spectacular? April 11, 1976 (Reel No.3) 
   First Day of the Rest of the World, April 18, 1976 (Reel No.4) 
   Risk of Being Perfect in an Imperfect World, April 25, 1976 (Reel No.4) 
   Peter Pious Meets Jesus, May 2, 1976 (Reel No.5) 
   The Octopus that Ate America, May 9, 1976 (Reel No.5) 
   On Catching the Wrong Plane, May 16, 1976 (Reel No.6) 
   Frog Kissing at Capernaum, May 23, 1976 (Reel No.6) 
   Are You On Board with Me, Jesus? May 30, 1976 (Reel No.7) 
   Was Jesus a Success? June 6, 1976 (Reel No.7) 
   Easy Burdens and Light Yokes, June 13, 1976 (Reel No.8) (no master) 
   When a Little Goes a Long Way, June 20, 1976 (Reel No.8) 
Herman J. Ridder 
W88-0100 
 
 11 
   Discipleship: Life in 3D, June 27, 1976 (Reel No.9) 
   The Promised Land, July 4, 1976 (Reel No.9) (no master) 
 
Box 11 (RESTRICTED FILES) 
 
 General Synod Actions, Confidential 
 Personal Files, Confidential (2 folders) 
 Western Theological Seminary; Personal 
  De Boer, Len 
  Kaemingk, Frank   
  Levai, Blaise 
  Lubbers, Elaine 
 Records sealed until March 13, 2048 
